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PUBLISHING PROPOSAL FORM


Thank you for using this form to submit your book proposal to Leuven University Press.

There are five editorial board meetings each year, and the proposal submission deadlines - set in advance - are listed on our website. The board will conduct an initial assessment, and you will be notified of the outcome within 1–2 weeks after its review.

If the board’s response is positive and the Press confirms financial feasibility, your manuscript - when available - will be sent to two specialist reviewers. This process typically takes 8-10 weeks after a reviewer accepts the assignment. The publishing decision is based on the reviewers’ advice and is final.

Manuscripts may be accepted as submitted, returned with a request for revision, or declined. In all cases, you will receive the reviewers’ reports. Once an accepted final manuscript is submitted for production, publication normally takes 5-6 months.

We look forward to your submission!











1. Proposed Title and Subtitle

2. Author Details
Author(s) / Editor(s): 
Main contact person (in case of multiple authors/editors):
Email address: 
Telephone number: 
Postal address: 
Affiliation(s):
3. Submission Materials
Along with this form, please submit the following documents (Word + PDF)
· Table of contents including a short summary (approximately 200 words) per chapter. In the case of an edited volume, please also include abstracts for each chapter and a short motivation for inclusion.
· Summary of the book outlining the main argument and the general conclusion (maximum 1000 words).
· Short CV of the author(s) or editor(s) highlighting the most relevant academic background and publications (maximum 500 words).
· A (preliminary) manuscript or sample chapter(s), if available.

4. About Your Proposed Book
General details
Type of publication:
☐ Scholarly monograph
☐ Edited volume
☐ Textbook
☐ Other (please specify): 
Field(s) of research / main topic(s): 
Planned delivery date of the complete manuscript (for peer review): 
Is there a deadline for publication? If so, please specify the occasion and the date. 
Please keep in mind that the standard timeline from peer review to publication is 12–14 months.
Word count (including footnotes, references, and bibliography): 
The ideal length for a manuscript is between 80,000 and 110,000 words. If your manuscript is shorter or longer, please motivate:
Planned number of illustrations: 
Illustrated manuscripts generally do not exceed 50 images in a monograph, or 5 per chapter in an edited volume. If you plan to include more, please provide a motivation:
Language of the manuscript: 
For English-language manuscripts, please indicate whether you use British or American English:
If the book is to be published in a series, please indicate which one: 
Use of AI
Leuven University Press does not accept work generated by AI or large language models. Limited use of basic editorial tools (such as grammar or spell-checking) is acceptable.
Have you used AI in the preparation of any non-textual elements (data, illustrations, infographics, etc.)?
☐ No
☐ Yes (please specify): 
[bookmark: _Hlk207378781]If your manuscript is based on a doctoral thesis
Date and place of defense:
Degree: 
Names and contact details of jury members: 
Has the thesis been revised?
☐ Yes → Please describe the revisions made: 
☐ No → Please describe the changes you plan to make: 
Previous or simultaneous submissions 
Has the manuscript been submitted to other publishers or reviewed elsewhere?
☐ No
☐ Yes → Please specify publisher(s):
Potential reviewers
Suggested reviewer(s) (names and contact details):
Reviewer to be excluded (one name only, optional): 
5. Audience and Market Potential
Intended readership (please indicate all that apply):
☐ Academics / Libraries in the field of:
☐ Students in the field of:
☐ Professionals, please specify:
☐ Other, please specify:
Suitability for course adoption:
☐ No
☐ Yes → Please specify subject area, course level, and (if applicable) the number of students/year:
Relation to existing literature and competing publications available on the market (minimum 250 words):

How does your book fit with Leuven University Press’s publication list and areas of interest? 

What are the three key features that should convince readers to engage with your book?
1.
2.
3. 
6. Technical and Financial Requirements
Planned figures:
· Illustrations:    
· Tables:   
· Charts/Graphs: 
Does the work require colour illustrations?
☐ No
☐ Yes → Please specify how many and whether you have financial support to cover colour printing costs: 

Have you obtained permissions for all illustrations and artwork?
☐ Yes
☐ No → Do you anticipate any challenges?

Are there any special technical features or production requirements we should be aware of? 
Do you have financial support for the publication (e.g. copyright clearance, copy editing, colour printing, specific design requirements,...)? 
Do you have any guaranteed purchases of your book (e.g. course adoptions, institutional commitments)?
☐ No
[bookmark: _Hlk207610239]☐ Yes → Please specify the number of copies: 
7. Open Access and the KU Leuven Fund for Fair Open Access
Leuven University Press provides authors with two publishing scenarios: traditional (non-Open Access) and the option to publish in Open Access.
[bookmark: _Hlk216790215]The KU Leuven Fund for Fair Open Access allocates financial support to those authors/editors who do not dispose of sufficient resources to cover the full cost of Gold Open Access. The actual cost to make a book Open Access is book-specific and will be calculated on the word and image count of a book, yet on average the book processing charges (BPC) will range between 10.000 and 11.500 EUR + 6% VAT (if applicable). This includes the cost of professional copy-editing.
Regardless of their affiliation, all authors can apply for financial support on the condition that their proposal has been accepted and approved by the editorial board of Leuven University Press.
Non-KU Leuven authors may apply for 1/3 of the BPC. KU Leuven authors may apply for 1/2 of the BPC.
Textbooks and critical text editions are not eligible for OA support.
Are you interested in publishing in Open Access?
☐ Yes, but I do not have any access to funding.
☐ Yes. I do not have access to funding at this point but there are options that I will explore.
☐ Yes, but I have limited access to funding, which would cover less than 1/2 or 2/3 (see above) of the Book Processing Charges (BPC).
[bookmark: _Hlk207610551]	Please specify:
☐ Yes, and I have access to funding that could potentially cover 1/2 or 2/3 of the BPC
	Please specify:
☐ Yes, and I have access to funding that would potentially cover the full BPC 
	Please specify:
☐ No
It would be insightful if you could share with us the reasons why:

If Yes:
Do you have a research grant that provides publishing support?
☐ No
☐ Yes → Please specify type and funding body: 

Would you like to apply for partial funding (1/3 or 1/2  BPC) with the KU Leuven Fund for Fair Open Access?
☐ No
☐ Yes


Thank you for submitting your proposal to Leuven University Press.
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